
 

 

Middleton’s Housing and Homeless Action Plan  

Like every community in California, Oakland has been hit hard by the housing and homeless 
crisis. Our communities are suffering from a lack of affordable housing and many long time 
Oakland residents are being priced out of the city. Some are able to move to other places, but 
many are forced onto the streets in encampments. The homeless population in Oakland went 
up 26% between 2015 and 2017.  1

 
We need to work together not only as a city, but as a county and a state to end this crisis we 
have built for ourselves. As your Oakland City Councilmember for District 6, I will work diligently 
to ensure we combat this crisis with evidence-based policy and coordination with the city’s 
community organizations, the county, and our state leaders.  
 
I plan to achieve this through five main efforts: 
 
Instituting a Weekly Homeless Count in District 6 
As a community we must actively coordinate the handling of immediate needs of our homeless 
residents in District 6. To manage this, I plan to implement a weekly homeless count for our 
District so we can actually begin to address those immediate needs. Keeping track of our 
homeless population will make us consistently aware of what is happening in our district, what 
areas of our emergency services are working, and which ones need more support. I plan to 
include our homeless residents in the implementation process through community engagement 
meetings so they are able to play a vital role.  

Increase Outreach Services and Improve Coordination  
Our city, county, and community organizations have worked to develop more emergency 
services for the homeless, but we still need much more to meet the high demand. Despite the 
fact 83% of homeless people in the city received some form of benefit or support, 62% had 
been homeless for a year or more.  As District 6 Councilmember, I will work to increase 2

outreach services to our homeless and improve coordination with the city, county, and 
community-based organizations. 

We need to be clear about what kind of services our city’s homeless need. According to the 
Everyone Counts 2017 Oakland Survey, 58% of the city’s homeless explained the primary 

1 https://www.oaklandhomelessresponse.com/the-problem/ 
2 http://everyonehome.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2017HIRDReport-Oakland.2-2-3.pdf 
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cause of losing housing was financial problems.  48% also said rental assistance would have 3

prevented their homelessness.  It’s clear Oakland needs more rental assistance programs, and 4

when I am elected I will help help tackle this.  

In addition to improving outreach and coordination services for homeless, we have to be 
proactive and fund services for renters and low-income families, especially those at high risk of 
being evicted and/or displaced. One of the main ways the city is helping renters currently is 
expanding Section 8, which provides landlords assistance so they can offer units to low-income 
individuals and families adding to the pool of affordable housing. The Mayor’s office has begun 
developing incentives to get more landlords buy-in to increase the pool of section 8 units in the 
city.  I will continue to support and expand upon this work during my time as City 5

Councilmember to advocate for our renters.  

Provide Adequate Housing Options for Homeless People 
More than outreach services, our city needs to provide adequate housing options for homeless 
people, temporary and more permanent options, instead of shifting them from one encampment 
to the next. When last surveyed, 69% of the city’s homeless population is unsheltered.  We 6

need to immediately develop more transitional housing and emergency services to shelter more 
of our homeless population and get them out of encampments. While program’s like the Mayor’s 
Tuff Sheds have assisted homeless individuals, there is a lot more we need to do to address the 
crisis head on. I’d like to see more services brought directly homeless encampments so we can 
meet these individuals where they’re at and begin to address their immediate needs.  
 
One state bill authorized by Governor Brown in September I plan help implement is Assembly 
Bill 3139 from Rob Bonta. The bill Authorizes the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) to lease at a discount any airspace under a freeway or other real property to the City 
of Oakland for emergency shelter or feeding programs, under specific terms and conditions.  7

This is a perfect opportunity to grow our outreach services and bring them straight to our 
homeless population instead of requiring them to travel all around the city to get a multitude of 
services.  

 
Develop Affordable Housing Options for Students and Working Poor 
Besides services for the homeless, we also need to develop more affordable housing for 
students and the working poor. 74% of the population in District 6 is low-to-moderate income.  8

3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 http://www.oakha.org/PropertyOwners/Pages/Owner-Benefits-Program.aspx 
6 http://everyonehome.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2017HIRDReport-Oakland.2-2-3.pdf 
7 https://atrn.assembly.ca.gov/sites/atrn.assembly.ca.gov/files/AB%203139%20%28Bonta%29.pdf 
8 http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK070867 
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In fact, our district has the highest proportion of low-to-moderate income residents than any 
other district in Oakland.   9

 
Low-to-moderate income individuals are at a high risk of being displaced in our current housing 
crisis. I want our residents to have the ability to stay in their communities, and to do that we 
must build more affordable housing units in our district and safeguard for our future. 
 
This also means safeguarding our incoming college students. Merritt College and Mills College 
are a staple part of District 6, but with the rising rents, students can’t afford to live near campus. 
The same thing is happening to many of our school teachers who are being priced out of their 
neighborhoods and forced to endure long commutes. 
 
As a candidate for Oakland City Council, District 6, I am eager to bring more housing, especially 
affordable and workforce housing, to District 6. I will also work with community colleges, Mills 
College, senior organizations, and groups such as Causa Justa to develop more affordable 
housing options for students and the working poor. 

 

Work Regionally to Push for Regional Solutions to the Housing Crisis 
The housing and homelessness crisis is not just occuring in Oakland or in Alameda County. In 
the past decade, the Bay Area added one unit of housing for every eight jobs created.  The 10

entire Bay Area is experiencing this housing crisis together, and it requires a coordinated 
regional response and not simply going district by district or city by city. Such a large scale 
problem will require regional solutions and collaboration.  
 
First, we need more support from Alameda County in combating Oakland’s homeless crisis. Our 
city holds 50% of the unsheltered population in the entire county.  We need more funding to 11

provide emergency services to the homeless and move them off the streets into temporary 
housing. I also plan to look into expanding Eviction Legal Defense for renters facing eviction in 
Oakland. The county currently offers eviction legal defense, however, we might look to San 
Francisco and their recent passage of Prop F to provide legal defense to any renter who can’t 
afford their own lawyer. I will push the county to deliver more support like the policies mentioned 
above to combat our housing crisis in Oakland.  
 

Not only do we need to work regionally in Alameda County, we need to work with our state 
leaders and elected officials to confirm our state legislature is creating more opportunities for 
cities to build affordable housing and tackle homelessness. Governor Jerry Brown eliminated 
Redevelopment in CA in 2011, which greatly added to our growing housing crisis.  This was a 12

9 Ibid.  
10 https://www.oaklandhomelessresponse.com/the-problem/ 
11 http://everyonehome.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2017HIRDReport-Oakland.2-2-3.pdf 
12 https://www.oaklandhomelessresponse.com/the-problem/ 
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primary source cities used to build affordable housing. The Federal government also decreased 
funds to emergency shelter support.  These two things together led to a 36% rise in 13

homelessness.  The state needs to amend these decisions, which have burdened our city’s 14

and stagnated our growth.  

There are a number of upcoming funding opportunities coming down the pipeline from the state, 
county, and city, and I will guarantee is put to good use in mitigating the devastating effects of 
our city’s housing crisis: 

● $9 million in the form of grants will be coming down from the state to be used for new 
shelters and to expand services. I will ensure this money is used appropriately and 
effectively to expand outreach services as I described above.  

● Additionally a one time funding of $2,159,000 (based on our homeless population) will 
be given to Alameda County to expand mental health services for individuals with 
serious mental health issues who are at risk of being homeless.  This is vital, because 15

45% of of our homeless population have psychiatric or emotional conditions and 14% 
are homeless due to mental health issues alone.  We need a robust response to what is 16

becoming a mental health crisis. 
● The city recently allocated $14 mill for new shelter and services. $7 million of this 

will go towards more shelters and the other half will go towards exploring additional 
transitional housing, such as the tuff sheds program implemented by the Mayor’s office. 

 

13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
15 The county must provide DHCS a letter of interest and required attestations (Board of Supervisors 
Resolution). Application instructions are outlined below and consist of submission of a Letter of Interest 
and Attestations. Each county must delegate the single organization that will serve as the primary contact 
for the county. This entity must submit a Letter of Interest to DHCS indicating that the county intends to 
use the funds for the purpose outlined in the provisions of SB 840. The Letter of Interest should also 
include a Board of Supervisors resolution as an attachment. 
16 http://everyonehome.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2017HIRDReport-Oakland.2-2-3.pdf 
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